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REGULAR MEETING 

 THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2019 

7:00 pm – John Weichsel Municipal Center Assembly Room 

196 North Main Street, Southington, CT 

 

MINUTES   

 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on 

Thursday, February 7, 2019 at the John Weichsel Municipal Center 

Assembly Room, 196 North Main Street, Southington, CT. Teresa 

Albanese, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:00 with the 

following in attendance: 

 Commissioners:  Christopher Borowy, Jeff Crown, Michael Bunko, 

Shari Guarino & James Sullivan 

 Alternates:  David Byrne & Robert Ives 

 Ex-Officio: David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 

 Absent:     William Camp, Commissioner       

     

  The Chair seated Mr. Ives for Mr. Camp for this evening’s 

meeting.  A quorum was determined.   

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by 

everyone in attendance. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes –   Regular Meeting of January 3, 2019 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve the Minutes as submitted.   

Mr. Ives seconded.   Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

     - Special Meeting of January 19, 2019 

  Mr. Sullivan made a motion to approve the Special Meeting Minutes 

of January 19
th
.   Ms. Guarino seconded.   Motion passed unanimously on 

a voice vote. 

      

5. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items  

 scheduled for action. 

 None this evening. 
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6. Inland Wetland Applications 

 A. Information/Action –   FF # 259 – Application of John 

Roncaioli seeking to build a house addition in the floodplain.   

Property located at 62 Echo Valley Road. 

 The applicant, John Roncaioli, stated he still wants to build the 

three-car garage attached to his house.  He dropped off some plans 

earlier this week (Monday).    

 Mr. Lavallee said he looked at the plans and Mr. Grappone still 

had some questions.  He wanted if there was going to be any flood 

proofing of the building itself since it is in the floodplain. 

 Mr. Lavallee said he noticed a few things on the plan regarding 

upland review areas --- what is being called a vernal pool would 

typically have a 200’area and only 100’ is reflected on the plans. 

 And, the stream on the south side of the property is not 

perennial but if it is it is 100’ for the upland review.   It’s likely 

intermittent so it would be 50’. 

 There are existing encroachments on the Town’s property.  We need 

to have those labeled as to be removed on revised plans.  You can 

stipulate those if you want.   

 You had the opportunity to go out to the site and take a look.  

The previous Minutes reflected that. 

 The Chair noted if we choose to send this to the PZC, another 

stipulation would be no further encroachments in the Town property, 

besides removal.   That means no mowing, no clearing, no touching.  

You cannot do anything in the Town property.  Besides removing the two 

structures on the Town property, that would be a note that would need 

to be added to the plan, but also a note to the plan indicating there 

would be no further encroachments, disturbance or use of that 

property. 

 Mr. Lavallee said he would go out in the future and look at the 

vernal pool in the spring to see what is there.   The applicant 

indicated when there is a lot of rain it is full of water but in the 

summer, it is bone dry.   That is a good indication it is a vernal 

pool commented the Chair.         

 Discussion. 

 John Cyr, the surveyor for this plan, will make the modifications 

to the plan. 

 Mr. Sullivan made a motion to send a favorable recommendation for 

FF #259 with the stipulations as noted.   Mr. Borowy seconded.    
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 Mr. Lavallee said they are recommendations since it is not an 

action motion.   When he brings it forward to the PZC, the 

recommendations will be included but not as stipulations. 

 Motion passed 7 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 

 

 B. Information – IW#1271 / FF #260 – Application of Susco 

Building Group, LLC to construct portions of building, parking and 

outside storage area within the Upland Review Area and floodplain as 

ell as water quality basins and site grading.   Property located at 49 

Birch Street. 

 Stephen Giudice, with Harry Cole & Son, 876 South Main Street, 

Plantsville, CT represented on behalf of the applicants. 

 This is at 49 Birch Street.  Oriented the Commission with the 

location. 

 This is property is zoned I-2.  It’s 1.02 acres.  It is abutted 

by Birch Street to the left, railroad track property to the east and a 

residential property to the north. 

 It is currently vacant.  Semi-wooded.  There is a wetland in this 

location (indicated on the screen) and it was flagged a few months ago 

and surveyed by my crew.    

 We did a topographic survey of the property and a boundary survey 

to identify the 100-year flood elevation under FEMA profiles for this 

area.    

 We are proposing to construct a 3600-sf building in this location 

(indicating).  That is the high point of the property.  But as part of 

this application we are proposing to modify the flood zone to go 

around the back side of the building.  The regulations require us to 

maintain the building one foot above the 100-year flood elevation.  

That’s our proposal. 

 We are compensating for the flood plain filling by excavating in 

areas around the site and also some areas within the parking areas. 

 We are proposing some outside storage on the north side of the 

building that would be landscaped and fenced around the perimeter.   

 We also have a perimeter filter type drainage system around the 

perimeter of it. 

 He noted the parking, loading area and handicapped space.  There 

is additional parking throughout. 

 We have a low impact design proposal.  We don’t have any curbs.  

We have sheet flow into the water quality basins in these locations 
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(indicating three).   Thus, we can avoid digging a big hole in the 

ground.   The basins are easy to maintain and they are not such a big 

eyesore. 

 The building is serviced by public sewer and on site well. 

 We have incorporated ZIRO through the water quality basin, as 

well. 

 We just received Mr. Lavallee’s comments and we are getting to 

the revisions for those.  We have not received Mr. Grappone’s 

comments, yet. 

 I wanted to comment that we are increasing the flood storage on 

the site by 136 cubic yards.  That compensates for the fill and gives 

us an additional amount of flood storage. 

 That’s my presentation and I assume you will schedule a site 

walk.  I’ll answer questions if you have them. 

 Discussion of the outside storage material being mostly 

construction materials, i.e.: pipes, concrete forms.   Nothing 

hazardous. 

 The building will have three units.  Susco Building will occupy 

one and use the outside storage.  One other unit will be occupied by 

Mongillo Concrete.  The other is not yet determined.  

 Discussion. 

 The Chair asked about flipping this and putting the materials on 

the southern end of the project.   Mr. Giudice said he would have to 

look at it. 

 The three water quality basins were discussed.  The bottoms will 

be vegetated and the sides will be grass.  We are proposing sheet flow 

and swales to get into the basin.  We have a series of smaller basins 

instead of one large basin. 

 The compensation for the flood plain is incorporated into the 

water quality basins.    

 The grading on the site overall and the water quality basins, 

continued Mr. Giudice, we take it as it exists today and then we 

propose our adjustments like certain areas and digging detention areas 

achieving two things.  We have storage for the ZIRO and storage to 

compensation for the flood plain filling.   

 Discussion. 

 Eric Davidson, soil scientist, submitted a soils report.  (On 

file in the Planning Office.) 

 The planting schedule was discussed. 
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 Mr. Borowy made a motion to table.   Ms. Guarino seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 Site walk set for February 21
st
, 2019 at 5:00 pm. 

  

  

7. Communications 

 A. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding 

 items other than those scheduled for action. 

 None this evening. 

 

 

8. Conservation Issues / Unfinished Business / Miscellaneous 

  - 5-year extension request – IW #1236, 156 School Street 

Subdivision 

 This is ready for approval.   Mr. Sullivan made a motion to 

approve the 5-year extension for IW #1236.   Mr. Borowy seconded.  

Motion passed 7 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 

 - Scout project updates – Crescent Lake Bridge, trail 

markings, Dog Park launch 

 Mr. Lavallee informed the Commission that for the scout project 

at Crescent Lake we are waiting for some minor modification out there 

to make it more user friendly.      

 Discussion. 

 

 As for the trail markings, Mr. Lavallee advised this is a Girl 

Scout Troop that wants to mark two trails up at Crescent Lake by 

reblazing with the same colors. 

 

 The dog park is 90% done.  He just has to spread a little bit 

more material.  The water has been so high he couldn’t do it.    

  

 Mr. Ives brought up the trees and the sewer replacement on South 

End Road.  Mr. Lavallee said there will be some trees removed for the 

sewer on the Curtiss Open Space property.  It will act as a trail 

which we need up there, anyways.   It’s kind of a bonus.  We get a 
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trail out of it.   There is a lot of trees up there and they will 

avoid the big ones.  It’s well forested. 

  

 Mr. Borowy pointed out for those interested in the conservation 

side, there is a Connecticut Land Conservation Conference on March 

23
rd
, all day Saturday.  Dozens of presentations.   Always very diverse 

and generally very useful.  Register by February 20
th
. 

 

 Mr. Lavallee will look into the new commissioner training and get 

that information out. 

 

9. Adjournment 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to adjourn.   Mr. Crown seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote.   

 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:40 o’clock, p.m.) 

 


